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have responded to crises by delivering pre- 
fabricated shelters and disaster relief to nu-
merous countries. They even charitably do-
nated $1 million towards a memorial for Presi-
dent Eisenhower on the National Mall in 
Washington, DC. Their involvement in world-
wide affairs shows their genuine care and con-
cern for America and our neighbors across the 
globe. 

The United States is committed to sup-
porting Taiwan and remaining their ally, and 
will help them in their efforts to pursue free-
dom and democracy. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE AND SAC-
RIFICE OF DEPUTY SHERIFF 
WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’’ MYERS 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 1, 2015 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with both profound sadness and deep grati-
tude that I pay tribute to Deputy Sheriff Wil-
liam Myers, of the Okaloosa County, Florida 
Sheriff’s Office, who gave his life in the line of 
duty on September 22, 2015. Deputy Myers 
served our Nation and the Okaloosa Sheriff’s 
Office with honor and distinction, and I am 
humbled to recognize his service and selfless 
sacrifice. 

Deputy Sheriff William ‘‘Bill’’ Myers dedi-
cated his life to serving his country. He faith-
fully served in the United States Air Force for 
20 years, during which he was awarded the 
Meritorious Service Medal. After he left the 
military, Deputy Myers worked as a part-time 
Officer with the Valparaiso Police Department. 
In December 1989, he joined the Okaloosa 
County Sheriff’s Office as a Deputy Sheriff 
serving the local Northwest Florida community. 
During his tenure, he served in the Patrol Divi-
sion, Court Security, and the Traffic Unit. Dep-
uty Myers retired from the Okaloosa County 
Sheriff’s Department on November 30, 2013 
with 25 years of service, but continued his 
work with the agency as a volunteer. In Janu-
ary of this year, Deputy Myers returned to the 
Sheriff’s Office as a part-time Deputy in Judi-
cial Process. Upon serving a Domestic Vio-
lence Injunction on Tuesday, September 22, 
2015, the suspect who was expected to turn 
over his firearms, instead opened fire, fatally 
injuring Deputy Myers. 

Through his military service and his law en-
forcement career, Deputy Myers made a 
choice to stand up and serve his country and 
community. There is no greater honor than to 
serve and protect the lives of your fellow man 
at the risk of your own. Deputy Myers exempli-
fied the dedication to service and courage that 
is needed to make that decision and put on 
the uniform. As a law enforcement officer, 
Deputy Myers put himself in danger each and 
every day to protect and serve our community. 
We all entrust our lives to law enforcement of-
ficers because we know that when faced with 
serious criminal threats, they are trained to act 
quickly and effectively to neutralize the threat 
and protect civilian lives. We all pray that our 
officers do not have to confront a serious 
armed threat, but we sleep well at night know-
ing that if necessary they stand ready to pro-
tect and defend our community, even if that 
means making the ultimate sacrifice. 

In addition to his successful career and un-
wavering leadership in his community, Deputy 
Myers will be remembered as a dedicated offi-
cer and a man full of integrity and kindness. 
To his family and friends, he will always be re-
membered as a loving husband, father, and 
grandfather. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of a grateful commu-
nity and Nation, I am humbled to honor the 
service and sacrifice of this local hero. My wife 
Vicki and I offer our sincere condolences to 
his wife, Jan; sons, Sean, Eric, and Adam; 
and the entire Myers family. May God bless 
them and all members of our Nation’s law en-
forcement community. 
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GRETCHEN CERVENY 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 1, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Gretchen 
Cerveny for receiving the Jefferson County 
2015 Hall of Fame Award from the West 
Chamber. 

The Hall of Fame Award recognizes out-
standing individuals who have had significant, 
long-lasting impacts through their leadership 
and contributions to Jefferson County’s econ-
omy, community and legacy. 

Gretchen started her career as a physical 
therapist and served as the president of the 
American Physical Therapy Association 
(APTA) Colorado chapter. Her work in this 
area received several awards, including the 
Bob Doctor Service Award from the Colorado 
Chapter of the APTA, Outstanding Physical 
Therapist of the Year from the APTA (1980), 
and a recognition from Lutheran Medical Cen-
ter for her twenty-five years of service, some 
of which as the Physical Therapist Department 
Head (1976–1994). 

In 1997, Gretchen was elected Mayor of 
Wheat Ridge where she participated in groups 
such as the Colorado Municipal League, Stra-
tegic Visioning Committee, Juvenile Justice 
Committee, Transportation Committee, and 
Tax Policy Committee, among others. She 
worked extensively with the Senior Resource 
Center (SRC) and helped to reauthorize the 
Older Americans Act. Her efforts as Mayor 
have been recognized by the Denver Regional 
Council of Governments and the National As-
sociation of Parliamentarians. 

Gretchen spent five years on the Colorado 
Commission on Aging and remains involved 
with the SRC. Gretchen also serves on the 
Jefferson County Aging Well Committee and is 
an active member of the Wheat Ridge Busi-
ness Association. 

Congratulations to Gretchen Cerveny for 
this well-deserved honor by the West Cham-
ber. I am grateful for her contributions to Jef-
ferson County. 
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HONORING HAITI RURAL ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE LINEMEN 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 1, 2015 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of 7 volunteer electric linemen from 

White River Valley in Branson, Missouri, who 
traveled to Haiti this June and August to help 
provide sustainable seven-day-a-week electric 
service to Haitians. 

Cory Brandon Sanders, Raymond Roy, Wil-
liam Gyger, William Marr, Matthew Maggard, 
Mark Visnosky, and Jacob Kennedy donated 
their time and talents as part of the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association’s 
(NRECA) Haiti Rural Electric Cooperative 
(HREC) program. 

This project is the first formal privately 
owned and operated distribution utility in the 
country, which intends to demonstrate the fea-
sibility of solar-diesel hybrid power generation 
for isolated rural mini-grids. The goal that 
these men worked toward making 1,600 con-
nections within a grid to unite the underserved 
Haitian communes of Roche-a-Bateau, 
Coteaux, and Port-a-Piment. 

Mr. Speaker, these 7 selfless linemen from 
Southwest Missouri deserve our thanks and 
recognition for their dedication to the HREC’s 
noble goal of bringing affordable and reliable 
power to the southern coast of Haiti. Stories 
like theirs make me ever-prouder to serve Mis-
souri’s Seventh Congressional District. 

f 

REAUTHORIZE THE LAND AND 
WATER CONSERVATION FUND 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 1, 2015 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I am here today to 
speak out in favor of reauthorizing the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund. As you know, 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund was 
established fifty years ago and has since be-
come our nation’s most successful conserva-
tion program—all without spending a single 
dime of taxpayer dollars. I wish to show my 
strong support for reauthorization of the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund. 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund is 
a crucial component of our nation’s conserva-
tion initiatives. As an avid hunter and out-
doorsman, I believe that preserving our na-
tion’s natural treasures for future generations 
is a responsibility that we must take seriously. 
Not only is stewardship of our lands the right 
thing to do, but it’s also a sound investment. 
We know that every dollar spent acquiring 
LWCF land creates a return of four dollars to 
local communities. Outdoor recreation activi-
ties contribute significantly to our national and 
state economies. In my home state of Wis-
consin, outdoor recreational activities con-
tribute over $9.7 billion to our state economy 
each year. 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund 
has helped to create outdoor recreation oppor-
tunities for each and every state. Wisconsin 
has received $211 million to fund such 
projects as the Chequamegon-Nicolet National 
Forest, the Lower St. Croix National Scenic 
River, and the Ice Age National Scenic Trail, 
where the Land and Water Conservation Fund 
participated in a highly successful public-pri-
vate partnership to preserve additional sec-
tions of the trail. LWCF’s grant programs have 
also allowed state and local governments to 
decide which conservation programs work 
best for them. The Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund’s highly successful grant program 
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matches federal dollars with state and local 
contributions to ensure a cooperative ap-
proach to conserving our nation’s environ-
ment. In Wisconsin, the LWCF has contributed 
$3,675,681 to match state and local conserva-
tion projects and to help us preserve Wiscon-
sin’s beautiful outdoors. 

For the past fifty years, the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund has played an integral role 
in achieving our nation’s conservation goals. I 
urge my colleagues to support reauthorization 
of the Land and Water Conservation Fund so 
that we can continue to protect our wildlife, 
create opportunities and access to public 
lands for sportsmen and women, and provide 
economic benefits to our state and local com-
munities. 

f 

PREMIUM PANELS, INC. 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 1, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Premium Panels Inc. in Ar-
vada, Colorado for being honored by Colorado 
Companies to Watch (CCTW). 

CCTW is a unique awards program that rec-
ognizes and celebrates the contribution and 
innovation of diverse second-stage companies 
that exemplify strong management and com-
munity service involvement. While there are 
many outstanding companies in Colorado, 
Premium Panels Inc. was chosen based on 
their positive impact on economic growth in 
the region. 

Premium Panels began in 2000 as a sin-
gular operation in Arvada, Colorado with Jeff 
Patch at the helm. Today, the company has 
approximately 34 employees and has grown to 
be a leader in metal roofing panels for com-
mercial and residential roofing. 

The spirit of the Premium Panels organiza-
tion is fueled by strong company values of in-
tegrity, respect, customer satisfaction, and 
education. They are strong advocates for the 
roofing industry. Through volunteerism with 
the Colorado Roofers Association, Premium 
Panels helps educate roofers on safety meas-
ures and new and improved installation meth-
ods. 

I congratulate Premium Panels Inc. and all 
of their employees for being recognized as a 
Colorado Company to Watch. I am proud of 
the service they provide our community and 
am certain their service will continue to benefit 
the roofing industry and our communities for 
decades to come. 
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RECOGNIZING EDWARD SORGE 

HON. DANIEL M. DONOVAN, JR. 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 1, 2015 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the untiring dedication of Staten Is-
land’s Edward Sorge in his service to the com-
munity. 

Born on October 6, 1934, Edward has re-
mained a lifelong Staten Islander. After grad-
uating from New Dorp High School in 1952, 
Ed’s patriotism led him to enlist in the U.S. Air 

Force, where he served his country honorably. 
In addition to his love of country was his love 
of golf. It goes without saying that as a two- 
time Staten Island Amateur Golf Champion, he 
certainly knows his way around the greens. 

After his service in the Air Force, Ed be-
came a PGA Professional at Silver Lake Golf 
Course, where he served for over 20 years. 
Among his former students there include PGA 
Tour Member Bill Britton and Staten Island 
Amateur and Classic champions Pete Meurer, 
Rod Stilwell, and Ed Sorge, Jr. After leaving 
Silver Lake Golf Course in 1988, Ed continued 
his work as a PGA Professional for an addi-
tional 20 years, conducting numerous junior 
golf clinics. 

Since 2009, Ed has volunteered with sev-
eral charitable organizations in his community. 
He has devoted his time at myriad golf events 
to raise money for charity by directing clinics 
before the shotgun starts and participating in 
‘‘Beat the Pro’’ competitions on a par three 
hole during the rounds. Alongside his devotion 
to volunteering, Ed’s goal as a PGA profes-
sional is to make the game of golf enjoyable 
for everyone. 

Mr. Speaker, Edward Sorge’s dedication to 
charity and improving his community is the es-
sence of the model Staten Islander. I thank 
him for all of his great work and I am proud 
to honor this great American from New York’s 
11th District. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE HOYT LI-
BRARY OF SAGINAW ON THEIR 
125TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DANIEL T. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 1, 2015 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I ask the United 
States House of Representatives to join me in 
recognizing the Hoyt Library on the occasion 
of their 125th year of continuous service. It 
stands today as a shining example of a beau-
tiful, historic, and functional modern library. 

In 1890, The Saginaw Evening News de-
clared the Hoyt Library ‘‘a noble institution’’ 
and ‘‘the pride of all Saginawians.’’ The library 
was a gift to the people of Saginaw from New 
York businessman Jesse Hoyt (1815 through 
1882), who had real estate and lumber inter-
ests in the Saginaw Valley. Hoyt’s will set 
aside $100,000 for a public library in East 
Saginaw. After a national competition among 
leading architects, the Hoyt Trust chose the 
Boston architectural firm of Van Brunt and 
Howe. When the Richardsonian Romanesque 
style building was completed it exemplified 
modern library construction. The present build-
ing includes a 1921 addition by Edward Tilton 
of New York and a 1960 addition by Frederick 
E. Wigen Architects of Saginaw. 

Harriet Ames, the first librarian at Hoyt, was 
a Boston scholar and a pioneer in librarianship 
who brought her passion for good books and 
reading to a commercial Midwestern boom-
town. She served Saginaw for over 30 years 
and brought cultural and educational advance-
ment not just to Saginaw, but to the entire 
state of Michigan through her dedication to 
scholarly pursuits. 

Sparked by Ms. Ames, the Hoyt Library re-
mains a fixture in the cultural and educational 
realm in Michigan. It is home to one of the 

premier Local History and Genealogy collec-
tions in Michigan and the greater Midwest. 
Hoyt Library has served as a government doc-
uments depository for all 125 years of oper-
ation. Beyond its historically significant ar-
chives and up-to-date print collections, the Li-
brary provides meeting spaces and quiet read-
ing nooks along with internet access com-
puters and Wi-Fi for today’s technologically 
savvy library users. The library staff remains 
dedicated to providing professional library pro-
grams and services to all who enter. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the work done by 
the Hoyt Library in Saginaw and thank them 
for the service they have provided to the city 
of Saginaw. 
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CHRISTIAN ACTION GUILD 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 1, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud the Christian 
Action Guild (CAG) for receiving the Golden 
Mayor’s Award for Excellence. 

The Golden Mayor’s Award for Excellence 
recognizes organizations, businesses and indi-
viduals that significantly contribute to the 
wellbeing and improvement of the City of 
Golden. 

For 49 years, the Christian Action Guild has 
provided food, clothing and financial assist-
ance to Golden residents in need. Each 
month, CAG serves over 400 at-risk Golden 
families, individuals and members of the 
homeless community, providing personal prod-
ucts, canned goods, and fresh food items. 

I congratulate the Christian Action Guild for 
being the recipient of this well-deserved honor 
by Mayor Marjorie Sloan and I thank all the 
members of the CAG for their continued com-
mitment to the people and families they serve. 

f 

COMMEMORATING NATIONAL DAY 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA 

HON. LEONARD LANCE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 1, 2015 

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the National Day of the Repub-
lic of China and to highlight the close relation-
ship between Taiwan and the United States of 
America. October 10th marks the anniversary 
of the creation of the Republic of China in 
1912. National Day celebrates Taiwanese de-
mocracy, its culture and its accomplished peo-
ple and this occasion provides the United 
States an opportunity to celebrate our great 
ally. 

As a leader in the Asia Pacific region, Tai-
wan has experienced incredible economic 
growth and stability throughout its history. With 
a population of over 23 million people and a 
trillion dollar GDP, Taiwan has proved to be 
one of Asia’s economic engines. The Tai-
wanese economy has maintained an impres-
sive economic growth rate and has risen to be 
the 10th-largest trade partner of the United 
States. Taiwan continues to be an example to 
other economies around the world. 
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